
PROTECT YOUR VACCINE SUPPLY!
(POST IN A VISIBLE LOCATION NEAR REFRIGERATOR)

It is vitally important to follow proper vaccine storage and handling procedures.  Outdated or improperly handled vaccines will not protect patients.  By observing
the following rules, you can ensure that vaccines you administer are potent, pure, and effective.  In addition, you can avoid unnecessary and costly loss of vaccine.

1. Never use outdated vaccines!  check expiration date of vaccines weekly and rotate stock so that the shortest dated vaccine is used first.
2. Check and log temperature in refrigerator and freezer each morning and again at the end of the day.
3. Never store vaccines in refrigerator door.
4. Never store food in the refrigerator or freezer with vaccines.
5. Post warning signs at the wall plug and circuit breaker to avoid any accidental loss of power to the refrigerator or freezer.
6. Order sensibly; use the doses administered log to verify actual use.
7. When transporting vaccines, use insulated containers.  Use ice packs to maintain vaccine temperature but don’t let the vaccines touch the

refrigerant.  Transporting varicella vaccine requires special handling.  Contact the manufacturer or the Immunization Program at the Utah
Department of Health.

8. For any questions regarding vaccine viability, call the appropriate manufacturer or the Immunization program at the following numbers:
Aventis Pasteur          1-800-822-2463                             Wyeth-Lederle                1-800-572-8221
Merck and Co.             1-800-672-6372                        GlaxoSmithKline                1-800-366-8900 ext. 5231
Immunization Program at the Utah Department of Health                          1-801-538-9450

VACCINE ARRIVAL CONDITION STORAGE REQUIREMENTS SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

DTaP, DT, Td, DTaP-
HIB, IPV, HIB,
Hepatitis A & B,
HepB-HIB, PCV7

Packed with refrigerant.
Vaccine should NOT
have been frozen. *

Refrigerate immediately upon arrival at 35° to
46°F (2° to 8°C) DO NOT FREEZE.

If HIB must be reconstituted: use only the diluent
supplied for reconstitution.  Use within 24 hours.

Measles, Mumps
and/or Rubella (MMR)

Packed with refrigerant
or dry ice.  During
shipment vaccine must
be maintained at 50°F
(10°C) or less.  May be
frozen.  DO NOT USE
WARM VACCINE. *

Vaccine:  Refrigerate or freeze immediately
upon arrival 35° to 46°F (2° to 8°C) or less.
Diluent:  Store separately at room temperature.
PROTECT VACCINE FROM LIGHT AT ALL
TIMES.

Use only the diluent supplied to reconstitute the vaccine.
Discard unused portion within 8 hours of reconstitution.

Varicella Packed with dry ice.
Vaccine should be
frozen. *

Vaccine:  Maintain continuously in the frozen
state at an average temperature of 5°F (-15°C)
or colder.  Diluent:  Store separately at room
temperature.
PROTECT FROM LIGHT BEFORE
RECONSTITUTION

Use only the diluent supplied to reconstitute the vaccine.
Discard unused portion within 30 minutes of
reconstitution.

           *  If you have any questions about the condition of the vaccine at the time of delivery, you should:  Immediately place the vaccine in recommended storage and notify the Immunization Program or the manufacturer for
           assistance.  PLEASE NOTE:  These recommendations are not a substitute for the package insert included with each biologic.


